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Read each box below. Decide if the information in the box describes a series circuit, a parallel circuit, or 
both.  Cut out each box and paste it in the correct part of the Venn diagram. Share your ideas with the 
class. 
 
 

 
 

A closed circuit 
 
 

 

If one bulb is removed 
or burned out, the 

other bulb(s) will stay 
lit. 

 

When lights are added 
to the circuit, the 

electrical current flows 
through all the bulbs. 

 
There is one path for 
the current to flow. 

 
Requires wire, at least 
one battery, and two 

bulbs. 

 
When lights are added 
to the circuit, the bulbs 

get dimmer. 
 

 
Uses electricity to light 

the bulb. 

 
The type of circuits in 
homes and schools. 

 
There are two or more 
paths through which 

current can flow. 

 
Used as holiday string 

lights. 

 
If one bulb is removed 

or burned out, the 
other bulb(s) will not 

light. 

 

When lights are added 
to the circuit, each is 
lit by its own path of 

electrical current. 

 
When lights are added 
to the circuit, the bulbs 

remain the same 
brightness. 

 
Circuit will work if both 

bulbs are there and 
working.    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Copyright 2011 by the Board of Cooperative Educational Services for the Second Supervisory District of Monroe and Orleans Counties, Elementary Science Program.  All rights 

reserved.  This publication may only be reproduced for one-time classroom use.  No part of this publication may be stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by 

any means, electronic, mechanical photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior written permission of Monroe 2–Orleans BOCES, Elementary Science Program. 

SERIES vs. PARALLEL (cont.) 

 

ELECTRICAL CIRCUITS 

 


	Button10: 


